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20 December 2017  
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As we all prepare for the Christmas break it is the perfect time to reflect on some of 
the developments at St David’s over the past term.  
 
I have now been acting Headteacher at St David’s for almost a year and have been 
absolutely delighted with the way in which I have been made to feel so welcome by 
students, parents, staff and partners. St David’s is undoubtedly a very special 
community and we should all be incredibly proud of our young people’s 
achievements and in particular their continued outstanding examination performance. 
This year over half of our fourth years achieved 5 or more National 5s and our fifth 
years produced more record breaking results, with over a fifth of year group gaining 5 
or more Highers! The challenge for our students this year is to sustain or surpass 
these exceptional standards, starting with the Prelim exams in January. (Senior 
Phase Prelim Timetable 2018)  
 
Of course there is much more to school than simply examination results and we have 
spent a significant amount of time considering what we think should be our key 
values at St David’s, values that reflect how we want to work and how we want to 
relate to one another. As a school we want to do the very best for our young people 
and their families but we also want our students to believe in themselves. After much 
debate we now have a clear and agreed set of values; Achievement, Service, 
Perseverance, Inclusion, Respect and Excellence – we want all of our community to 
ASPIRE at St David’s! 
 
This year has seen the launch of our SFA School of Football which aims to develop 
the social and emotional as well as footballing skills of young people. It has been 
extremely pleasing to see how positively our S1 group have responded to this new 
initiative and we are already well into the planning for next year’s intake. You can 
follow all the action on the School of Football Twitter @StdavidshsSOF. 
 
Music continues to play an important part in the life of the school and earlier on this 
month we had more outstanding performances from our students in the first round of 
the Rotary Young Musician of the Year. All of the contestants seeking to repeat Ben 
Keay’s tremendous effort last year which took him all the way to the Final in Cardiff.  
Well done to our winners who are through to the next round at Lasswade HSC on the 
29 January 2018. Follow the news from Music and Art on @StDavidsHS_arts. 
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Another, unique, school event was the fantastic joint Senior Ceilidh with Dalkeith 
High School. Being fairly new to the Campus, it has taken me a little bit of time to get 
used to having three schools in the same building, but I am quickly having my eyes 
opened to the huge range of opportunities for us to work and learn together. There is 
most certainly the capacity to develop even stronger relationships between the 
schools to provide as wide a range of curriculum pathways as possible in the future.   
 
The work of our Sports Leaders students in supporting young people from 
Saltersgate School as part of their swimming programme has been an excellent 
example of really positive collaboration. This willingness to help others is a real 
feature of the school and we were particularly proud to see 33 of our senior students 
complete the UK Disability Sport Inclusion training, which helps them to support 
young people with disabilities to participate in activities. 
 
Perhaps the most important thing for any parent or carer is knowing that their child is 
safe and looked after in school. This is an issue that we also take very seriously at St 
David’s and as well as reviewing our Anti-Bullying Policy, we are also taking part in 
an innovative programme called Mentors in Violence Prevention.  Over the past year 
a group of our S6 students have been trained to become mentors for our S1s as part 
of this programme, which uses a ’bystander’ approach to tackle all forms of 
bullying and gender based violence. The initial feedback from pupils is that 
these sessions are extremely thought provoking and supportive. You can find 
out more about this programme at www.mvpscotland.org.uk We would welcome 
any additional comments or feedback on our new Anti-Bullying Policy or MVP. 
 
With our Advent Service, Assemblies and School Concert still to come, it is going to 
be a fantastic final week for students, staff and parents, the perfect way to prepare 
for a very Merry Christmas. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Donny MacDonald 
Acting Headteacher 
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